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1904 


March 7, 1904 


“Literary Value of the Bible” Australasian Signs of the Times 19 pp. 113, 
114. 


ATJ 
BY A. T. JONES 


The English language and English literature must be studied in 
Christian schools: “Our own tongue, second to that of Greece alone 
in force and copiousness:” “our own literature, second to none that 
ever existed.” And in this field, as in every other proper one, the 
Bible stands preeminent.BEST March 7, 1904, page 113.1 


As to the language, the English of the Bible is the purest and best 
English that there is in the world. There are in the Bible more pure 
English words, and better English words, than in any other book in 
the English language. Then, whoever would become acquainted 
with the purest and best English must study the English of the 
Bible.BEST March 7, 1904, page 113.2 


In the English of the Bible there is more said in fewer words than in 
any other writing in the world. This directness and force-fulness, this 
true weightiness, is the characteristic of the language of the Bible 
above that of all other writings. And the person whose vocabulary is 
composed most fully of the words, the phraseology, and the 
forthrightness of the Bible, will be the most direct and forcible 
speaker or writer, will be able to say most in fewest words. BEST 
March 7, 1904, page 113.3 


The Bible holds such an immense advantage over all other matter 
in English that to it it belongs by true merit to be the beginning of all 
study in English literature, and the basis and guide of all study of 
English literature in other books. Yet this is not all. To say that the 
Bible is deservedly the beginning, basis, and guide in the study of 
English literature is not enough. The Bible in itself alone is a whole 
English literature. This truth has been best expressed by Macaulay, 
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in his allusion to the Bible as “that stupendous work, the English 
Bible—a book which, if everything else in our language should 
perish, would alone suffice to show the whole extent of its beauty 
and power.’—Essay of Dryden.BEST March 7, 1904, page 113.4 


No one who is acquainted with the English Bible, and the spirit of it, 
and with other literature in English, will question for a moment this 
estimate of the wealth of the Bible as English literature. In the Bible 
there is every phase of literature that is involved in the art of human 
expression, or in the portrayal of human feeling. And the 
transcendent merit of the Bible in all this is that it is all true. Its 
scenes are all adopted from real life, and are drawn to the life. They 
are not “founded on fact;” they are fact. BEST March 7, 1904, page 
113.5 


Truth and Fiction 


Or the other hand, bow much of that which is studied to-day as 
English literature, in the schools, colleges, and universities, is true? 
Is not nine-tenths of if fiction? And is it not the fictional that stands 
the highest in these schools, as literature? What can give a man 
prominence to-day in the world of English literature more quickly 
than the writing of a popular novel? Even a minister of the gospel, 
an earnest, godly, powerful minister of the gospel, never can gain 
the prominence, even among people who profess the gospel, by 
simply preaching the gospel of the word of God, that he is assured 
of by the writing of a popular novel; and especially if he writes two 
or three, and so demonstrates that he has special ability as a 
novelist. That is to say, his standing as a minister of the word of 
Cod, which is truth, is made to be dependent on his popularity as a 
producer of fiction!BEST March 7, 1904, page 113.6 


Now which is better, which is the more Christian for Christians, or 
for a Christian school—to study English literature that is inferior in 
quality, and is fictional besides, or to study it in that “book which, if 
everything else in our language should perish, would alone suffice 
to show the whole extent of its beauty and power,” and which, in 
addition, is all the very perfection of truth—the truth of God? To ask 
the question is certainly only to answer it, in the mind of every 
Christian and in the mind of every person who would receive a 
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Christian education.BEST March 7, 1904, page 113.7 


When this can all truly be said of the Bible as compared with the 
literature of Christendom, what shall not be said of it in contrast to 
the literature of paganism? “It has come to be generally recognised 
that the classics of Greece and Rome stand to us in the position of 
an ancestral literature— the inspiration of our great masters, and 
bond of common association between our poets and their readers. 
But does not such a position belong equally to the literature of the 
Bible? If our intellect and imagination have been formed by the 
Greeks, have we not in similar fashion drawn our moral and 
emotional training from Hebrew thought? Whence, then, the neglect 
of the Bible in our higher schools and colleges?BEST March 7, 
1904, page 113.8 


Save Professor Moulton:—BEST March 7, 1904, page 114.1 


“It is one of the curiosities of our civilisation that we are content to 
go for our liberal education to literatures which, morally, are at an 
opposite pole from ourselves: literatures in which the most exalted 
tome is often an apotheosis of the sensuous, which degrade 
divinity, not only to the human level, but to the lowest level of 
humanity. Our hardest social problem being temperance, we study 
in Greek the glorification of intoxication. While in mature life we are 
occupied in tracing law to the remotest corner of the universe, we 
go at school for literary impulse to the poetry that dramatises the 
burden of hopeless fate. Our highest politics aim at conserving the 
arts of peace; our first poetic lessons are in an lliad that can not be 
appreciated without a bloodthirsty joy to killing. We seek to Incas a 
character in which delicacy and reserve shall be supreme, and at 
the same time are training our taste in literatures which, if published 
as English books, would be seized by the police.BEST March 7, 
1904, page 114.2 


“| recall these paradoxes, not to make objection, but to suggest the 
reasonableness of the claim that the one side of our liberal 
education should have another side to balance it. Prudish fears may 
be unwise, but there is no need to put an embargo upon decency. It 
is surely good that our youth, during the formative period, should 
have displayed to them, in a literary dress as brilliant as that of 





Greek literature—in lyrics which Pindar can not surpass, in rhetoric 
as forcible as that of Demosthenes, or contemplative prose not 
inferior to Plato’s—a people dominated by an utter pass on for 
righteousness, a people whose ideas of purity, of infinite good, of 
universal or er, of faith in the irresistible downfall of all moral evil, 
moved to a poetic passion as fervid, and speech as musical, as 
when Sappho sang of love or Eschylus thundered his deep notes of 
destiny."BEST March 7, 1904, page 114.3 


It has been truly said of the book of Isaiah alone, that “It may be 
safely asserted that nowhere else in the literature of the world hate 
so many colossally great ideas been brought together within the 
limits of a single work.” This can be extended to include the whole 
Bible, and it still be equally true. BEST March 7, 1904, page 114.4 


So also the following:—BEST March 7, 1904, page 114.5 


“Even in literary form the world bas produced nothing greater than 
Isaiah, and the very difficulty of determining its literary form is so 
much evidence how cramped and imperfect literary criticism has 
limn made by the confinement of its antitank to the single type of 
literature which has tome to monopolise the name ‘classical.’ But 
when we proceed to the matter and thought of Isaiah—the literary 
matter, quite apart from the theology founded on it—how can we 
explain the neglect of such a masterpiece in our plans of liberal 
education?BEST March 7, 1904, page 114.6 


“It is the boast of England and America that their higher education is 
religious in its spirit. Why is it, then, that our youth are taught to 
associate exquisiteness at expression, force of presentation, 
brilliance of imaginative picturing, only with literatures in which the 
prevailing matter and thought are on a low moral plane? Such a 
paradox is part of the paganism which came in with the 
Renaissance, and which our higher education is still too 
conservative to shake off.,—Modern Reader’s Bible,” Isaiah, 
preface, p. xxiv.BEST March 7, 1904, page 114.7 


Shall it be that Christians in their education will still refuse to shake 
off this paganism? Shall not the supreme Christian literature—the 
Bible—have its own supreme place alone at every stage and in 
every phase of Christian education?BEST March 7, 1904, page 
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114.8 





May 30, 1904 
“Truth in a Nutshell” Australasian Signs of the Times 19, 22 p. 265. 


ATJ 
BY A. T. JONES 


The church and the state occupy two distinctly different realms. The 
realm of the church is the realm of morals; the realm of the state is 
the realm of civics. The realm of the church is the inner life of man, 
and the world to come: the realm of the state is the outward life of 
man, and the world that is. BEST May 30, 1904, page 265.1 


The state rightly constituted, and abiding within its own realm, never 
can interfere with the affairs of the church; and as a matter of fact, 
no state ever has interfered with the affairs of the church, except 
when it went outside of its proper realm, and assumed to itself the 
garb of religion. The church, abiding in its own realm, can never 
interfere in any way with the interests of the state; and, as a matter 
of fact, the church has never done so, except where she left her 
own realm, ascended the throne of civil power, and presumed to 
wield the sword of the state. BEST May 30, 1904, page 265.2 


The state, within its own realm, and for itself, has a right to establish 
a system of education which in the nature of things must be only of 
this world. The church, in her own realm, must maintain Christian 
education.BEST May 30, 1904, page 265.3 


The state, in establishing and conducting such system of education 
as may seem to it best, can not ask that the church shall abandon 
Christianity. The church, in her own realm, in maintaining Christian 
education, can not ask that the state shall abandon such system of 
education as it may have adopted; and must not antagonise the 
state in its chosen system of education, any more than in any other 
affair or act of the state within its own realm.BEST May 30, 1904, 
page 265.4 





June 6, 1904 


““Ye Must Be Born Again’” Australasian Signs of the Times 19, 23 pp. 276, 
277. 


ATJ 
BY A. T. JONES 


“Either make the tree good, and his fruit good; or else make the tree 
corrupt, and his fruit corrupt: for the tree is known by his fruit.” “A 
good tree can not bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree 
bring forth good fruit.” Matthew 12:33; 7:18.BEST June 6, 1904, 
page 276.1 


So long, and just as certainly, as a person is a child of the wicked 
one, the lusts of his father will he do. And just as certainly as a 
person is a child of God, the virtues of his Father will he show. BEST 
June 6, 1904, page 276.2 


It all depends upon what you are. And what you are depends upon 
whose child you are. Look to your parentage; whose child are 
you?BEST June 6, 1904, page 276.3 


Do you do evil things? Do you fulfil the lusts of the flesh? It is all 
because of your parentage and birth. But do not be discouraged: 
get a new parentage: get a new birth. Then, being of a new 
parentage, being born again, being; a new creature, being a child of 
God, you will “show forth the virtues of Him who hath called you out 
of darkness into His marvellous light.,"BEST June 6, 1904, page 
276.4 


Nor is it enough to have been born again. We must be born again. It 
is well to have been born again, if we are born again. But for a 
person to have been born again, and yet he be not now born again, 
—this counts nothing.BEST June 6, 1904, page 276.5 


No; “Ye must be born again.” The new birth must be continued in all 
its newness and power. We must be born into newness of life,— 
larger experiences, new experiences, and greater grace, every day, 
and every hour of the day.BEST June 6, 1904, page 277.1 
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This is what it is to be born again, in truth. “If any man be in Christ 
he is a new creature.” 2 Corinthians 5:17. Are you in Christ? If so, 
then you are a new creature. Not you were a new creature: but you 
are. And being a new creature, it is easy to do new things: indeed, 
new things are only what are done: for “old things are passed away; 
behold, all things are become new.”BEST June 6, 1904, page 277.2 


Born of the Spirit, living in the Spirit, led of the Spirit, and walking in 
the Spirit, ye shall not fulfil the lusts of the flesh. This is Christian 
experience.BEST June 6, 1904, page 277.3 
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June 13, 1904 


“What Christianity Really Is” Australasian Signs of the Times 19, 24 pp. 288, 
289. 


ATJ 
BY A. T. JONES 


IT is entirely too much supposed that Christianity has to do with a 
sort of etherialised existence, apart from the real occupations and 
practical things of the every day life. But this is the farthest possible 
from the truth.BEST June 13, 1904, page 288.1 


Christianity belongs in the deepest and widest sense as a vital 
working force in all that can ever rightly go to make up the sum of 
the daily human life upon the earth. Christians are true to their 
name and profession when their practical conduct in all affairs of 
the daily life demonstrate the all pervading presence and power of 
the Spirit in uprightness, righteousness, and truth.BEST June 73, 
1904, page 288.2 


It cannot be denied that the life of Christ in the flesh on earth is the 
demonstration of Christianity. His was the normal Christian life, the 
demonstration of what it is easy for every Christian to be. Christ in 
human flesh put Himself in vital connection with every true and right 
relationship of human life on the earth. He grew up from infancy to 
manhood as the children of men grow; He met all that human 
beings in this world meet as they grow up, “for in all things it 
behoved Him to be made like His brethren.” “He was touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities.” He experienced human suffering, for 
“He was a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.” “He was in all 
points tempted like as we are, so that in that He suffered being 
tempted He might also succour them that are tempted.” Nor was it 
in the spiritual life alone that He met and identified Himself with the 
daily experience of human life. He worked daily as a carpenter all 
through the days of His youth and early manhood. This work as a 
carpenter brought Him into vital connection with mankind in the 
practical, material things that make up the daily life of the common 
people. He was just as truly the Saviour of the world when He was 
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sawing boards as He was when preaching the sermon on the 
mount or walking on the sea. This simply demonstrates that 
Christianity just as truly and vitally enters into the mechanical or 
other physical things of daily life as it does into the divinest sermon 
that was ever preached.BEST June 13, 1904, page 288.3 


All this was for our sake—for us. He did it to show to us how we are 
to do it; to show to us exactly what Christianity is; how all- 
embracing is the life of faith, and how entirely it sanctifies every 
occupation as well as every thought of the daily life. It is the daily 
life of the Christian or else it is nothing to him.BEST June 13, 1904, 
page 289.1 


Such was the Christianity of Christ, and that is the only true kind. 
Every soul can have it, and every Christian must have it, for only 
that is what Christianity really is. BEST June 13, 1904, page 289.2 
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